Aug-Oct 2017

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
New Operating Hours for the Seaside Library
Effective: September 2, 2017

Dear Friends,
On July 25, the Monterey County Board of
Supervisors approved a proposal amending
hours of operation for all Monterey County Free
Libraries (MCFL) branches effective September
2, 2017. The result for Seaside is the loss of
eight hours a week: two hours daily from
Monday through Thursday.
Although we were not able to prevent this action,
together we demonstrated a significant level of
concern. Thanks to the Friends for contacting
your individual representatives and for spreading
the word in the community. Special thanks to
Supervisor Jane Parker for proposing that the
County Administrative Officer work with MCFL
regarding budget issues, including re-examining
possible library funding sources, and to Seaside
Councilman Dave Pacheco for speaking before
the Board in opposition to the proposal.
Our Library also recently lost one full-time and
one part-time position to other branches.
Additionally, because of budget issues, we have
been told that substitutes will no longer be used
to cover absences due to illness or vacation,
and vacant positions will not be filled before
January, 2018 at the earliest.
Please be kind and patient with our staff, who
will be adjusting to the new hours, as well as
fewer positions. Let them know that you
appreciate everything they do to make our
Library special.
On the bright side, three murals funded by the
Friends are scheduled to be mounted in the
Homework Center in August. I think you will be
pleased by how they transform the room with
color and engage the imagination.
Wishing you a wealth of good reads
– Sandra Weaver
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11am – 7pm
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11am – 7pm
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10am – 5pm

Saturday

10am – 5pm

Staff Farewells
With gratitude for their service to the
Seaside Library, we send our best wishes to

Mary Chetirkin, Library Assistant I
Mary’s part-time position was
transferred to the Castroville MCFL
branch July 5th.



Juan Garcia, Library Assistant I
Juan resigned July 14th for a job in
San Francisco and to resume his
academic studies. His full-time
position will transfer to the Marina
MCFL branch September 2nd.



Sharon Coronado, Librarian III
Sharon resigned July 21st. She guided
our Library for nine years and
designed & coordinated our 2015
interior remodel.

“Tis a good reader that makes the
good book.”
--R.W. Emerson

Join the Friends at Sustainable Seaside’s

Librarian’s Letter
Dear Friends,
It’s been nine wonderful and deeply rewarding
years being branch manager of Seaside, and it’s
with a light and excited heart that I hang up my
seahorse bookmark and prepare for a new
adventure!
We are library lovers, but I feel that the Seaside
Library is a special place. I believe that’s
because of the people who passed through over
the years. Librarians like Blanche Smith and
Dorothy Carnie who served for 22 years and 12
years, respectively, and still are beloved by staff
and patrons alike. Their names are revered and
stories are told about them with smiles and
fond remembrances. Our patrons make this
place unique, too, they brighten our day with
chats about books and movies and their
courtesy and thanks really buoy our spirits and
make it an incredible place to work. And the
staff! Teddy Hellam, Beata Obydzinski, Carol
Diggory Shields, Kathie Decker, Ariana Magana,
Julie Ryan and Lily Yu. I can’t say enough
wonderful things about them. Please continue
your support and continue to bring treats for
them as they are well deserved! They love what
they do, they stand up for your rights and
needs, and they are remarkable people who I
will miss dearly.
The Seaside library is unique also because it’s
revered both by the City of Seaside and
Monterey County, two powerhouses of support
that not many Librarians get to enjoy in their
career. Thank you!
To the Executive Board of the Friends, I need a
stronger sentiment than “thank you.” The
amount of time they have volunteered over the
years and their altruistic nature is an inspiration
and it inspires me to be a better person. Sandra
Weaver, Alicia O’Neill, Mark Vining, Debra

Information Fair on the lawn at City
Hall on September 9. We’ve saved our
best gently-used books on water, nature,
parks, energy, recycling, conservation,
and gardening for this event.

The Friends of Seaside Library
Food for Thought Book Club
In the Homework Center
Saturdays

1:30-3:00 p.m.

Upcoming dates
August 12th
September 9th
October 7th
November 4th
Read the titles of your choice and come
share your thoughts on them

(Continued)
Gramespacher, Donna Galletti, Leslie Simon,
and volunteer Lois Breida. A lifetime of thanks!
I appreciate this chance to say good bye and to
thank all the members for your advocacy,
support, and wonderful suggestions over the
past nine years—all of which made not only the
library a happy success but our careers and dayto-day lives were all made brighter, thanks to
your generosity.
Onto the next chapter….
-Sharon Coronado

On her very first visit to the Seaside Library as a newcomer
to the Monterey Peninsula, Linda Wahlig was recruited to
become a book sale volunteer and join the Friends’ Food for
Thought Book Club. She is currently co-coordinator of our
ongoing lobby book sale operation and an active book club
member. We’re so fortunate that she stopped by at just the
right time!
Raised in Baton Rouge, Linda trained as a medical
technologist at Louisiana State University. Marriage took her
to Atlanta, where she received an M.S. from Georgia Tech
School of Industrial Engineering. She initially planned to
become a hospital administrator but ended up staying home
to raise her three children. After her husband passed away,
and while still raising her children, Linda earned a Masters in
Library Science at Georgia State and worked at middle and
high school libraries. Since retirement in 2012, Linda’s travel
adventures have taken her to Paris - solo and with no
French language skills – and on several Semester at Sea
global voyages, where she served as the ship’s librarian.
For leisure reading, Linda prefers nonfiction. She is
currently re-reading Homo Deus by Yuval Noah Harari, and
her all-time favorite novel is Confederacy of Dunces by John
Kennedy Toole. She confessed that her hobbies include
“buying supplies for projects I never get to,” as well as
sewing and travel.
Linda moved here to spend quality time with her young
grandson while his parents attend the Defense Language
Institute. She loves the area and hopes she may be able to
stay when the family is re-assigned next year. Linda is a
great role model for embracing opportunities that enrich her
life and others’.

Read what Linda says about being a volunteer at the
Seaside Library “I really enjoy working in the library with other volunteers
and the librarians. It is always interesting to see what books
have been donated - old, new, fiction, nonfiction, and
children’s books. It seems like there is always something
new or unusual. I almost never leave the library without a
purchase! I've met new, interesting people and I feel I've
become a part of my new community.”

In July, the Friends’ Board and Book Volunteers
celebrated Lois Breida’s retirement as Coordinator of
our Book Sale Program with Afternoon Tea.
Thank you, Lois for the firm foundation you have built
for Book Sales through the years. We appreciate all
your years of service. Now that she has more time,
Lois plans to spend it with her two granddaughters,
quilting, and canning jellies and jams.
She won’t be leaving us entirely. She will continue as a
volunteer pricing our specialty and antiquarian books.

The holidays are not very far away.
Get a jump start on your shopping right here at the library.
The Friends’ have many gifts perfect for a friend,
a child’s teacher or coworker.


Purchase one of our many logo items: coffee mugs, sea
wave tote bags, and stuffed animal Orca.



Purchase a book in the foyer of the library:
We have a great selection of Fiction, Non-Fiction,
Children’s books & Magazines.
Many like new.

The proceeds from all the above listed items go to the
Friends, which in turn benefits the library.
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~ Volunteer in 2017 ~
We have many opportunities for you
to help the Library. Visit our website
to learn more.
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www.thefriendsofseasidelibrary.org

Mission Statement:
The Friends of the Seaside Library, because we value its rich services, support the Seaside Library in
meeting the current and future needs of our community, by providing advocacy, funding, resources, and
volunteers.
We are a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit public benefit corporation.
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Donna Galletti, Editor

FRIENDS of the SEASIDE LIBRARY
550 HARCOURT AVENUE
SEASIDE, CA
93955

TO:

Check out the book shelves in the
foyer of the library. We have lots of
great titles in both fiction & nonfiction. Our prices are a bargain !

