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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Friends,
We think that our Library is pretty great, though
we may lack objectivity. What makes a
community library great? Is it a good collection?
A knowledgeable and helpful staff? Is it
ambiance: calm, attractive, comfortable spaces
for working and browsing? Are there other
important factors?

We’d like to hear your opinion. Contact us at
seasidelibfriends@gmail.com. The most
thoughtful commenters will receive a Friends’
logo item. If you’re curious about what your
favorite authors think about libraries, find out at
http://www.ilovelibraries.org/author-videos.
Check out our newly-refreshed Facebook page
for photos of kids and canines enjoying the
colorful sea creature-themed area rug provided
by the Friends for Preschool & Toddler Storytimes and Read to a Dog events. I keep missing
the date for that cuddly St. Bernard. He’ll be
taking a break during the upcoming Summer
Reading season, but there will be special
performances and activities, plus Saturday
matinees. The Friends sponsor the DVDs &
popcorn, and the staff selects the newest
releases of family-friendly films. Adults are
welcome too! Come and be a kid for a couple
hours.
Now that the Library’s restroom ADA upgrades
are complete, there is more room in the
vestibule to browse for gently-used books for
sale. Our volunteers keep the shelves well
stocked with your favorite authors. Stay
informed about pop-up sales by following us on
Facebook. As always, proceeds benefit the
Library.
Wishing you a wealth of good reads-Sandra Weaver

The Library is looking for a sponsor of those popular
magazines.
We need a subscription for one year.
Amazon.com offers discounts.*
Please let us know if you can help.

The Nation

The
Economist

by Nation LTD
34 issues / 12 months
$32.00*
($0.94/issue)

by Economist
12 issues / 12 months
$45.00*
($3.75/issue)

Regular price $118.44

Regular price $95.88

The Food for Thought Book Club is a
recommendation-style, non-traditional book
club: We each read our own selections,
whatever we choose to read.





Come & tell us about what you read
No preparation required
No commitment expected
Everybody is invited
Meetings are held on the following
Saturdays: May 5th, June 9th*
July 14th
1:30-3:00 p.m.
Homework Center of the Library
*We will be meeting off site. Check
the library bulletin board in June
for the location

Librarian’s Letter
When we issue library cards to new patrons, we often have to
explain that the Seaside Branch is only one of 17 branches of the
Monterey County Free Libraries (MCFL) system. Each branch is
different and serves its own unique community. The Seaside
Branch has some unique resources and services. We are the only
branch that is open six days a week, including Mondays.
Meet Julie Ryan. As a Library Assistant I
her job is to re-shelve books and help
patrons at the desk. I am always amazed at
her ability to remember patrons’ names. What
she enjoys most about working at the Seaside
library is her coworkers and helping the
patrons.
Julie was born in Columbus Wisconsin, but grew
up and went to high school in Grand Blanc,
Michigan. She has fond childhood memories of
story time at her local library. Her mother
often took her there, along with her sister
and three brothers.
Julie met her husband when their paths crossed
while both were living in Dallas. Julie was a
flight attendant for Braniff Airlines and his
job in the produce industry took him there as
well. They have been married for 33 years and
have two daughters and a son.
She came to work at Monterey County Free
Libraries (MCFL) answering a help wanted ad
in the newspaper. Library work was the perfect
job for her as it was part time, and her
children were still in school. She has worked
for MCFL for 14 years, including at several
other branches.
Julie has been a volunteer in the gift shop at
Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital as well as at
the Steinbeck House.
Her favorite genre of books is biographies and
two of her favorite authors are Kristen Hannah
and Jody Picoult. She is currently reading The
Atlantic City Girls by Janet Beard, about the
Manhattan Project.
Julie has enjoyed traveling to London, Paris,
Thailand, Hong Kong and Mexico. Her hobbies
include decorating, bike riding and spending
time in Lake Tahoe.
-Donna Galletti

Librarians at the Seaside Branch provide several system-wide
reference services, like responding to emails from the public and
doing live online chat. In fact, texting or chatting with us is the
most efficient way of contacting us. Text us at 831-869-2960, or to
chat, use the Ask a Librarian icon on the library homepage at
eMCFL.org.
Seaside is the only branch where patrons can access Foundation
Directory Online, the database of grant-makers for nonprofit
organizations. If you work for a nonprofit organization, let us help
you find funding for your charitable work.
Book Club to Go (BC2G) is a program dedicated to encouraging
the development and success of book clubs in Monterey County. It
is centrally managed by Seaside Branch staff. If you belong to a
book club that is not using BC2G let us know and we will see how
we can help you make your book clubbing experience even better
and easier.
We are one of three libraries at MCFL that have telescopes to check
out and take home for your own night sky viewing. This unusual
new addition to the library is very popular.
Last, but not least, we are special because of you, our faithful
patrons, readers, and friends. Thank you for your continued
patronage!
Summer is coming. If you stay in town and have children, bring
them with you on Wednesdays June 13-July 25 for Summer
Reading Program. The theme this year is “Reading takes you
everywhere!” We will have several amazing performers with
music and fun. Detailed calendar of events will be available at the
library soon
If you are going to visit any exciting places consider taking MCFL
mascot, Monte, with you and take a picture to share with us later.
We have one Monte for loan. Please contact us with any questions
you may have about how you can check out Monte.
Have a wonderful summertime and remember to check out or
download books and audiobooks from the library for your travels.
If you travel with books you have checked out this summer, please
come tell us where the books have journeyed.

Beata Obydzinski, Librarian II

The Friends of the Seaside Library sponsor
the monthly Food for Thought Book Club.
On February 10th, we took a break during our
book discussions to celebrate the 13 year
anniversary of book club.

While re-stocking and organizing the Friends’ book sale
selves in the Library, our Thursday volunteer, Stefani
Mistretta, says she is tempted to purchase interesting
titles for herself. A Louisiana native, Stefani moved to
California in 1970 and has made her home in Seaside for
the past 16 years.
Many of us fondly recall Stefani’s vocal trio, Rhythm &
Rouge, from its benefit performances for the Friends.
Currently, she enjoys singing and playing guitar at
Canterbury Woods and in the Memory Care unit at Park
Lane. Her other community involvement includes the
Monterey Peace and Justice Center, and Public Water
Now.
Through the recent experience of helping an elderly
neighbor downsize possessions and relocate, Stefani
discovered a talent for working with people who need
transitional support and started her own business
(https://lightenyourload.weebly.com).
When she is not volunteering or assisting folks in decluttering, she occasionally teaches pronunciation using a
rhythm and intonation method, “The Music of English,” to
English learners hoping to improve their
speaking skills.
Stefani reads all genres, and is currently
reading A Pilgrimage to Palestine, written in 1927 by
Henry Emerson Fosdick, and No Regrets: the Life of

Edith Piaf by Carolyn Burke. She also recommends Can’t
we talk about something more Pleasant? by Roz Chast,
and the Indie DVD “Film Movement” collection at the
Library.
A big Thank You to Stefani and all of our book sale
volunteers!

-Sandra Weaver

Two members in attendance were founding
members. Thank you Beata for being our
facilitator these past 13th years.
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TO:

The next time you are in
the library, take a moment
to check out the Book Sale
Shelves in the foyer.
We have lots of great books at
affordable prices.

