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Laptops for Teens are Finally Here!
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Friends,
Community volunteerism is sometimes very
visible, though more often it functions quietly
behind the scenes. Friends of the Seaside
Library has a small but mighty cadre of
volunteers who carry out our administrative
affairs and our book sale operations. Thank you
and welcome to the newest members of our
book sale team, Linda Wahlig and Stefani
Mistretta!
We need your help to carry out our mission to
support the Library and our patron community.
Please contact us at
seasidelibfriends@gmail.com and let’s have a
conversation about your interests. Do you have
social media skills? Would you like to be a
board member-in-training? We promise you will
not have to make large donations, dress up &
attend galas, or sell tickets to fundraisers.
In the last Newsletter, I invited you to explore
Monterey County Free Libraries’ new resource
called BookBrowse, available through
www.MontereyCountyFreeLibraries.org. I hope
you’ve had an opportunity to play with the
features. If you have any challenges in using it,
just ask a librarian. Two of my best reads so far
this year, both from first-time authors, have
come from “Browsing,” which is becoming
dangerously addictive.
Wishing you a wealth of good reads –

Sandra Weaver

In August of 2014, the Friends applied to the
Seaside City Council for a grant from the
Mayor’s Youth Fund to help make the Young
Adult space more appropriate for teens using
the Library for collaborative work or for
individual study. We can safely say that it’s
been a journey and a learning experience:
nothing as simple as purchasing the hardware
from Best Buy and plugging it in. Bids are
obtained, then Monterey County Information
Technology must approve the selection and
configure the product, ensuring proper security
and compatibility measures are in place, and
MCFL must approve a written use policy. Yikes!
Remaining funds will go toward teen material
with a focus on ‘going green’.

Librarian Sharon Coronado reports:
“We have two Thinkpad laptops for Teens. They
include the Microsoft Office suite (Word,
Publisher, Powerpoint, Excel). Laptops can be
checked out for three hours. Students can
complete homework, work on group projects,
write, play games, browse the Internet, and
master world domination.“
Many thanks to the City Council for the award
and to Sharon for seeing the process to a
successful conclusion.

Librarian’s Letter
Hello Friends,

If you shop for books in the foyer of the Seaside
Library, you may have had the good fortune to meet
Mark Vining tending the shelves. Mark was born in
San Jose, California, and learned to appreciate the
neighborhood libraries in his school years. He
attended San Jose State University and graduated
with a degree in advertising. He worked for a
company that produced audiovisual educational
materials in the Bay Area. Then he moved to this area
in 1987, in educational testing, where he was an
editor at CTB McGraw-Hill.

Winter downpours have ceased, the blooms in
California are super, world events change for
better and for worse, and the library’s constant
presence continues to mirror the world around
us.
We do our best to keep our community
informed on local as well as global events. We
provide entertainment for when you want to
escape into a fictional world and we provide
resources to sharpen your information literacy.

When he left work in 2008 he came to the Seaside
Library (which was close to work) and asked if they
could use a volunteer. He helped with various tasks
but quickly realized that he really liked working with
the donated books the Friends sell at the library. He
volunteered for a couple of years until he went back to
work briefly. When he retired permanently, he
returned to volunteer in 2015. Since then, the
ongoing book sale has become even more fun, with a
group of hard-working fellow volunteers and evolving
challenges to improve the process for both customers
and the library.

If we missed a title that you heard about or a
subject that you’d like to explore, you always
have the option to submit a purchase
recommendation to us via our website.

Mark really enjoys talking with the customers in the
sales area, and appreciates their compliments on the
book selection and arrangement. He likes suggesting
books that they might purchase and listening to
customers' comments and stories, political and
otherwise.

Budget funds are tight and only getting tighter,
so please consider supporting MCFL and donate
funds toward our collection budget through the
Friends. You can help cultivate our ability to
provide information to our communities.

Mark’s reading focus is on current fiction and
mysteries; history and politics; biographies and
historical surveys, especially about movie actors and
directors. One of his favorite authors is George
Saunders (who wrote Lincoln in the Bardo, a current
best seller).
Mark is currently reading Age of Anger by Pankaj
Mishra and A Banquet of Consequences by Elizabeth
George. His recommendation for a good read is
Home Sweet Home by April Smith. He is often
juggling more than one book at a time (but doesn’t
recommend it) and has belonged to a local book
group for about 20 years.

Knowledge truly is power!

Along with keeping up with family and friends
(including two grandkids), Mark likes to travel and is
looking forward to a cruise on the Rhine River this fall.
Other interests include movies (both Netflix and real
theaters), music, and the outdoors.
We all appreciate Mark's volunteering and willingness
to work with the Friends of the Seaside Library.

-Lois Brieda

MontereyCountyFreeLibraries.org.
Click on ‘Contact Us’
Librarians take your suggestions seriously and
we usually do purchase what is requested.

-Sharon Coronado, Librarian III

The Friends of Seaside Library
Food for Thought Book Club
In the Homework Center
Saturdays 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Upcoming Dates:
June 3
July 15
August 12
Read the titles of your choice and come
share your thoughts on them



Become a member



If you get your morning coffee at ACME in
Seaside, consider purchasing a crocheted coffee
cozy made by one of the on-call librarians



Purchase one of our many logo items for sale:
coffee mugs, sea wave tote bags, stuffed animal
Orca, pencils, & USBs



Purchase a book in the foyer of the library:
We have a great selection of Fiction, Non-Fiction,
Children’s books & Magazines



The proceeds from all the above listed items go
to the Friends, which in turn benefits the library

th

celebrated its 12 anniversary with cake

“ ‘Tis a good reader that makes the good
book.”
-R.W. Emerson
The Friends sponsored a Book Event on April 22nd.

Ann & Fred Jealous & Caroline Haskell read stories
from Caroline and Ann’s book, Combined Destinies
We are currently in need of Book Volunteers.
Do you love books? Do you have an hour a week
to spare? Then we are looking for you.

There was a discussion afterward and book signing

What does a Book Volunteer do? You sort the
book donations we receive and stock our sale
shelves in the foyer.
If you are interested in volunteering:
Stop by the Seaside Library and fill out a
Volunteer Application. You can also fill one out
via our website thefriendsofseasidelibrary.org
Call 899-2055 for more information.

Caroline Haskell, Ann Jealous, Fred Jealous
-Photo courtesy of Anita Crawley

The library has several copies of
Combined Destinies,& it is also a current
Book Club to Go Selection.
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~ Volunteer in 2017 ~
We have many opportunities for you
to help the Library. Visit our website
to learn more.

Donna Galletti
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meeting the current and future needs of our community, by providing advocacy, funding, resources, and
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TO:

Check out the book shelves in the
foyer of the library. We have lots of
great titles in both fiction & nonfiction. Our prices are a bargain !

