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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Friends,
It is a pleasure to have good news to report in this
issue. By the time you read this, our Homework
Center wall project should be completed, brightening
the room with colorful photographic panels. We also
have two new volunteers in the Friends’ book sale
operation. Welcome to Dwight and Susan Marshall!
Thanks to a generous memorial donation from an
individual and a grant from a local nonprofit, the
Seaside Library has eight new large-print books in the
collection and additional titles for the Book Club to Go
program. You can find the details elsewhere in the
Newsletter.
Looking ahead, the Friends have pledged support to
avoid ending several newspaper subscriptions, for
both our branch and for the microfilm archives.
Providing books and subscriptions might seem like a
standard expectation for a library, but major budget
cuts are in place this fiscal year for Monterey County
Free Libraries, and the Friends want to lessen those
impacts where we can help. Unfortunately, the library
system unfunded need of $465,843 (as of the first
quarter budget report) mirrors an overall county
shortfall of more than $13 million, so there is no real
relief on the horizon.
Where do you fit into this picture? Your membership
as a Friend provides a source of income for Seaside
Library needs and helps us keep in touch with you to
share important information. If you aren’t already a
member, please join. Let us know if you are able to
share some time and talent with us as well. Keep
buying our gently-used books, CDs, and DVDs. We
believe that the re-circulation of books through our
community supports 'Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle'
principles. And consider making a special donation to
honor someone who doesn’t need more kitchen
gadgets or socks, but loves the Library as you do.
Wishing you a peaceful holiday season and a wealth
of good reads - Sandra Weaver

The holidays are not very far off.
Get a jump start on your shopping
right here at the library.
The Friends have many gifts perfect for a friend,
a child’s teacher, or a coworker.
 Purchase one of our many logo items:
coffee mug, sea wave tote bag, or a cute
stuffed plush Orca.
 Purchase one of the books we have for
sale in the foyer of the library.
We have a great selection of fiction,
non-fiction, children’s books, magazines,
music CDs, movie DVDs, and audio
books.
 A membership to the Friends also makes
a great gift.
The proceeds from the sale of books, logo items and
memberships go to the Friends, which in turn
benefits the library.

“Where is human nature so
weak as in the bookstore?”
-Henry Ward Beecher

Librarian’s Letter
Dear Friends,
Hello everyone! My name is Kris Amaral and I
am the Managing Librarian for the Peninsula
Region in the Monterey County Free Libraries
system. I will be overseeing the Seaside Branch
until we hire a new Librarian III.
I wanted to let you all know we finished with a
very successful Summer Reading program. Due
to the efforts of Sharon Coronado, we had our
first successful Lunch in the Library Program in
collaboration with the Monterey Peninsula
Unified School District. Thanks to the hard work
of the Seaside Library’s staff in concert with the
Seaside Friends of the Library volunteers, we
were able to feed 178 kids, 16 teens, and 46
adults who attended this program. We also had
240 sign-ups and 278 patrons attend our
programs this year. It is so heart-warming to be
working with such a rich and passionate
community of people!
As a side note, our regular programming has
started up again. We are once again offering
Saturday Matinees. One Saturday is a movie for
kids, and another for the adults. On another
Saturday is our Food for Thought Book Club
which is sponsored by the Friends. We have
our popular Reading to Dogs, Game Day, and
Tween Time offered on alternating
Wednesdays. Tuesdays is our Preschool
Storytime, and we are offering homework help
to school age children in our Homework Center
Monday –Thursday when school is in session
during the week. For more information, please
ask a Seaside Branch staff member or call 831899-2055. Don’t see a program offered you are
interested in attending? Please let staff know
and we will see what we can do.

Thank you to the Friends of the Seaside
Library, for the $1,500 grant to sponsor
new bags for the Book Club to Go (BC2G)
program. Seven new titles were recently
added to the collection.
With gratitude,
Beata Obydzinski, Librarian II
Turn to page 3 to learn how the Friends
obtained the grant.
For more information, and details of the seven
new titles, as well as all the titles we have in
BC2G, visit the website:
http://www.co.monterey.ca.us/library/BookClubto
Go/BookClubTitleList.html

We’re excited that two of the authors will be
appearing at the Seaside Library to discuss
and sign their books.
Saturday, December 16, 2017 at 2 p.m.
Caroline DePalatis

Jumping Out of the Mainstream:
An American Family’s Year in China
Saturday, February 24, 2018 at 2 p.m.
Vanessa Hua

Deceit and Other Possibilities: Stories

MPVS Grant Approved for
Book Club to Go

New Large-Print
Books have Arrived
A memorial donation honoring the late Dr. Lewis J.
Campbell, a retired veterinarian and avid reader, has
funded eight new large-print books for the Library,
including the work of authors Michael Connelly, Sue
Grafton, Alexander McCall Smith, Louise Penny, and
Randy Pausch.
The Friends thank the donor for providing this
thoughtful remembrance of Dr. Campbell for all to
enjoy!

Although the Monterey County Free Libraries’ budget
for the popular Book Club to Go program was
drastically reduced this year, the program will be
able to add ten new titles thanks to a generous grant
from Monterey Peninsula Volunteer Services (MPVS).

MPVS is an all-women’s volunteer organization that
runs a Benefit Shop in Seaside to raise money to give
to worthy non-profit groups on the greater Monterey
Peninsula. They invite you to visit at 655 Broadway or
online at www.mpvsthriftshop.org. Thank you, MPVS!
Each Book Club to Go bag contains ten laminated

The Friends of Seaside Library

Food for Thought Book Club
In the Homework Center
Saturdays 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Upcoming dates:
November 4
December 2
January 13
February 10
Our book club is unique in that we read
the titles of our choice.
Please come and share your thoughts on
books you have just read.

paperback copies. Library patrons can reserve in
advance and check out a bag for six weeks, allowing
book groups to read and discuss books without having
to purchase individual copies.
If your group would like to reserve a title, visit
http://www.co.monterey.ca.us/library/BookClubtoGo/
default.html or contact the Seaside Library at (831)
899-2055

We are looking for members to volunteer in 2018.
There are a variety of ways you can help.
Please email us at if you can lend your time and expertiseseasidelibfriends@gmail.com
HELPING HANDS AND HEARTS NEEDED
Friends Executive Committee
Membership & Hospitality
Programs & Publicity
Social Media & Website
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Secretary

Mark Vining
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Members-at-Large

~ Resolve to Volunteer in 2018 ~
We have many opportunities for you
to help the Library. Visit our website
to learn more.

Donna Galletti
Leslie Simon

www.thefriendsofseasidelibrary.org
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The Friends of the Seaside Library, because we value its rich services, support the Seaside Library in
meeting the current and future needs of our community, by providing advocacy, funding, resources, and
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